
for

maryland

v

FIERCELY DEFENDING AND PROTECTING 
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS IN MARYLAND

WES’ VISION:
Wes recognizes that all Marylanders deserve the autonomy to make their own decisions about their reproductive health 
care. Wes and Aruna will fight to make access to reproductive care more affordable and accessible in every corner of our 
state, and will:

• �Enshrine the right to abortion in Maryland’s Constitution and establish Maryland as a safe haven for reproductive 
health care. 

• �Demand that Governor Hogan release appropriated funding to expand training for reproductive health care providers 
so more people can access care. If Governor Hogan fails to act, Wes and Aruna will release this funding on day one.

• �Improve diversity in the reproductive health care field to ensure all Marylanders feel comfortable accessing 
reproductive health care. 

• �Address and eliminate disparities in maternal mortality rates for Black and Brown women by incorporating social 
determinants of health into health care settings and reporting measures across the state. 

• �Implement legislation requiring Maryland’s Medicaid program to provide one year of postpartum coverage to  
new mothers. 

• Expand home visiting programs, which provide expecting and new mothers with wraparound supports and education.

• �Work with broad coalitions and organizations like NARAL, Planned Parenthood and others to advance access to 
reproductive health care in Maryland.

“AS GOVERNOR, I WILL FIGHT TO DEFEND EVERY MARYLANDER’S RIGHT TO 
ACCESS SAFE AND LEGAL ABORTIONS – including by working to pass a constitutional 
amendment – and oppose any efforts to restrict access to reproductive health care in 
Maryland. Our responsibility to fiercely protect and defend the right to an abortion could 
not be more urgent. The Moore-Miller administration will always stand firmly in support of 
reproductive freedoms. Abortion is health care,” said Wes Moore.
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BACKGROUND:
Across the nation, the right to choose is under fire 
more than ever before. The Supreme Court’s decision to 
overturn Roe v. Wade is dangerous and jeopardizes the 
bodily autonomy of women and non-gender-conforming 
individuals everywhere. In recent years, Maryland 
has taken important steps to protect abortion rights, 
including codifying the right to abortion and increasing 
training for abortion providers in order to expand 
access to reproductive health care. However, too many 
Marylanders continue to lack access to this care. In 
fact, more than 70% of counties in Maryland lack access 
to a clinic that provides abortion care, meaning nearly 
one-third of Maryland women live in an area where they 
cannot access an abortion clinic.1

WES’ EXPERIENCE:
Wes and Aruna are deeply committed to protecting and 
advancing reproductive rights in Maryland. During the 
2022 legislative session, they supported legislation in 
the General Assembly extending training to additional 
qualified health care providers so they can administer 
reproductive care. As a result, more Marylanders will 
be able to access abortion care. Aruna has always been 
a fierce advocate for the health of Marylanders who 
are incarcerated while pregnant. As a delegate in 2018, 
Aruna co-sponsored HB 787, which requires each local 
correctional facility and correctional facilities within the 
Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services to 
have a policy for supporting these pregnant women. 

1 https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/state-facts-about-abortion-maryland


